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the Rohiilas, the tacit sanction given to the brutalities of
our native allies in a quarrel that was not ours, the extor-
tions he practised on Cheyt Singh, and the treatment of the
Nawab of Oude, all these were part of a policy in which
violence and fraud had an undisputed ascendancy, and,
although Warren Hastings' reputation has gained by recent
researches, his greatest biographer admits that he was singu-
larly blind to the immorality of these proceedings. He
recognised no distinctions of right and wrong, justice or
injustice in the critical emergencies that put our Indian
Empire to the hazard. Elsewhere our fortunes were over-
cast In one continent the English flag had been struck,
and all over Europe the English name had lost half its
terror and authority. In that anxious and sombre hour
Warren Hastings thought he had but one duty in India, to
keep, to strengthen, and to fortify British power, and to save
the Company by any method or any crime. If there was a
tribe whose spirit or whose nascent power he feared, he was
quite ready to ally himself with a savage ruler, and to allow
British troops to be accomplices in the work of massacre
and rapine. If he was in desperate straits for money to
prosecute a war or to maintain a government, he was quite
as extortionate as an Indian Rajah with an exhausted
Exchequer and a helpless population. In a word this
western ruler encountered enemies, rivals, and the tides of
peril and adversity with the moral shamelessness of the
East.
To decide whether these crimes are to be condoned,
we must resolutely ask ourselves whether it was a better
thing to found and keep an Empire by such means (an
Empire which since its establishment is generally admitted
to be less of a misfortune than any other issue to the
desperate complications of India) than not to found or keep
it at all Fox and Burke at any rate would have had no
difficulty in replying to that searching question. For them
the whole justification of our Indian rule was precisely that
its methods and its spirit were not the methods and the